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called in aid of the respective claims of the noble houses. The
services of skilful scoundrels were purchased; and indeed no
means which could be devised by the agents employed to pre-
pare and destroy 'evidence, according as it suited their clients1
purposes, were rejected.

The Douglas Cause seems to afford an example of all the
worst characteristics of litigation : it exhibits prejudice in
judges,* venality in lawyers, unscrupulousness among the
suitors and their creatures, and uncertainty in the administra-*
tion of the law itself. These circumstances, however, as has
been already observed, rendered BoswelPs interest in the matter
all the livelier.

The Cause is sometimes cited In the medico-legal books as
an authority with regard to the value of evidence relating to
family likeness,t when adduced to prove descent, as well as con*
taining a great deal of curious information upon the probable
limits of the parents' ages within which an heir or heiress may
interpose between an estate and its expectant inheritor to dis-
appoint him.

In addition to the judicial debates, the Parliamentary struggle,
the bitter conflicts of pamphleteers, and the violence of the
mobs, the services of fiction were called into request; and
*' Dorando," a Spanish tale, probably written by Boswell, was
published, which purported to embody the story involved in
the suit.

Although Boswell sometimes seems to represent himself as

* The speeches of Lord Camden and Lord Mansfield (miserably
reported) are to be found in the " Collectanea Juridica" (vol. ii.
p. 387), and in Parl. Hist., vol. xvi, Andrew Stuart's "Letters to
Lord Mansfield" show too the bitter character of the dispute, and
the extreme length to which, it was carried. The reader may also
consult the "Annual Reporter" for 1760, for a brief account of the
matter.

t The evidence in the Douglas Cause on this head was very con-
flicting, some witnesses declaring Archibald Douglas to be the very
image of his supposed father, while others swore he exactly re-
sembled a Wrench peasant. It was anyhow less clear than another
reported case, where the Quarter Sessions affiliated a child who had
six fingers to his hand upon an unfortunate man because he had a
like number upon one of his hands.